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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56 

1. Applicants submit herewith patents, publications or other 
information of which they are aware, which they believe may be 
material to the examination of this application and in respect 
of which there may be a duty to disclose in accordance with 37 
CFR 1.56. 

The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) 
shall not be construed as a representation that a search has 
been made (37 CFR 1.56(g)), an admission that the information 
cited is, or is considered to be material to patentability or 
that no other material information exists. 

The filing of this IDS shall not be construed as an 
admission against interest in any manner (Notice of Jan. 9, 
1992, 1135 O.G. 13-25, at 25). 



2. Attached is Form PTO-1449. 

3 . A concise explanation of the possible relevance of the 
listed information items is as follows: 
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Patents: 

U.S. Patent No., 5,004,656 to Sato et al . shows a flat 
type sealed battery comprising a battery vessel having a 
bottom wall with an electrolyte charging opening formed in the 
central portion thereof, a battery lid member for covering the 
upper opening of the battery vessel, power generating 
components enclosed by sealing the battery vessel and battery 
lid member, a first sealing member for sealing the electrolyte 
charging opening after the electrolyte is charged into the 
battery vessel, and a second sealing member for covering an 
aperture in the side of the lower edge portion of the 
electrolyte charging opening. The outer peripheral portion of 
the second sealing member is welded to the bottom wall of the 
battery vessel . The battery vessel may be a flat disc vessel 
of stainless steel plate and the battery lid may also comprise 
stainless steel. The ring shaped insulating layer may be made 
of glass with the positive electrode terminal being made of 
stainless steel. The lid supporting the ring of insulating 
glass and the positive terminal pin assembly is welded to the 
inner surface of the lid body to hold the hermetic metal- 
glass-metal sealed structure together. 

U.S. Patent No., 5,807,44 to Blonsky et al . relates to a 
button- type battery having an anode, a cathode and an 
electrolyte encased with two terminal housing members. The 
terminal housing members have respective peripheries that are 
crimped together to form a fluid- type seal. The anode may 
comprise elemental lithium provided on a copper backed foil. 
The cathode may be formed of a compressed tablet of a 
composite of manganese oxide, carbon and Teflon powder. The 
housing members may be stainless steel. Similar batteries 
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having fluid-type seals are shown in U.S. Patent No. 
5,952,121, also to Blonsky et al. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,074,292 to Shaffer discloses a cover 
for hermetically sealed electrochemical cells. This patent 
also teaches a process for producing glass-to-metal seals in 
an apertured metal body comprising positioning the apertured 
metal with a substantially centrally located metal lead within 
the aperture. The sealing glass is placed in the aperture and 
the assembly is fired to melt the glass and effect a seal. 

U.S. Patent No, 4,128,697 to Simpson teaches hermetic 
glass-metal compression seal consisting of a steel outer 
member having an opening therethrough, a unitary glass sealing 
member positioned in the opening and hermetically sealed to 
the steel, and a low-expansion cobalt-nickel-metallic 
conductor passing through the glassy sealing member and 
hermetically sealed thereto. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,709,598 to Takeuchi et al . shows 
electrochemical cells including a ferrous metal housing having 
an opening in a wall of the housing and a non-ferrous metal 
terminal pin secured within the opening and electronically 
insulated form the housing. An anode and cathode are 
contained within the housing and a non-ferrous metal cathode 
collector is electronically connected to the cathode and to 
the terminal pin, thus rendering the terminal pin the cathode 
terminal. A glass-to-metal seal is used to secure the 
terminal pin in the opening, electronically isolated from the 
terminal pin. 

4. The remaining patents on the attached Form PTO 1449 where 
located during a patentability search. 
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5. The person making this statement is the agent who signs 
below, who makes this statement on the information supplied by 
the inventors and the information in the agent's file. 



Wilson Greatbatch Technologies, Inc. 
10,000 Wehrle Drive 
Clarence, NY 14031 
(716) 759-5810 
January 20, 2 004 



Respectfully submitted, 



By: 




Michael F. Scalise 
Reg. No. 34,920 
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